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WHAT IS THE FLORIDA BRIGHT FUTURE 

SCHOLARSHIP? 
 The Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program establishes funded 

scholarships to reward Florida high school graduates for high 

academic achievement.

Money awarded by the state for Florida post secondary institutions to cover the 

cost of tuition (just the cost of classes).  

 Recommended that ALL seniors apply during senior year (even if going 

out-of-state for college, think you will not qualify, or enlisting in the 

Military) - Students can receive the scholarship award/funding for up to 

5 years from high school graduation for a maximum of 120 semester 

hours (or equivalent) towards the completion of their first 

baccalaureate degree 



FIVE ELIGIBILTY REQUIREMENTS NEEDED TO BE MET 
(As determined by the Florida Department of Education)

 GENERAL 

1. Submit a complete Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA), a.k.a. the 
state application, during last year of high school (Deadline: August 31, 
2023), at https://www.FloridaStudentFinancialAidsg.org.

2. Complete ALL required coursework by high school graduation, 
including the 16 college-preparatory courses required for admission to 
a state university.

3. Achieve the required grades and weighted grade point average 
(GPA) in the 16 college-preparatory courses.

4. Achieve the required college entrance exam score (composite ACT; 
combined SAT; etc.).
❖ No later than June 30, 2023. Note: Early Evaluation testing cutoff date January 31, 2023.

❖ A student graduating early and seeking spring funding must submit FFAA by December 
31 of their graduating year. There is no exception to this application deadline.

5. Complete the required number of community volunteer service or 
paid work hours by high school graduation.

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/


ADDITIONAL ELIGIBILTY REQUIREMENTS

 Graduated from a Florida high school with a standard high school diploma or its equivalent [i.e. 
Cambridge (AICE); International Baccalaureate (IB); etc.] OR  by a non-traditional method 
(enrolled in a Home Education Program; received a Florida GED diploma; or received a high 
school diploma from a non-Florida school while living with a parent or guardian who is on A) 
military or B) public service assignment away from Florida.

 Must apply before graduation in senior year.

 Students who meet all academic requirements, but do not apply, will not be eligible for the scholarship in 
the future.

 Must request their official single sitting test scores be sent to at least one of (12) Florida’s state 
public universities.

 Pursue an undergraduate degree at an eligible Florida college or enroll in a postsecondary adult 
vocational certificate program.

 Enroll for at least six nonremedial semester hours (or the equivalent in quarter or clock hours) per term

 Begin using the scholarship funds within five years of high school graduation. 

 A student who is receiving a Florida Bright Futures Scholarship and discontinues his/her education to enlist 
in the United States Armed Forces must commence the remainder of the renewal period upon 
the date of separation from active duty

 Be a Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen, as determined by your 
postsecondary institution.

 Not be found guilty of, or plead no contest to, a felony charge.



NOTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY
Eligibility determination status, with the award status 

notification will be posted to the student’s online Financial 

Aid Recipient History (FARH) screen.

Early Evaluations (7th Semester) –Postings may begin in 

March

 Official early evaluation (based on academic progress in the middle of the last 

year of high school and test scores for tests taken no later than January 31)

Final Evaluations (8th Semester) –Postings may begin in July

 Submitted following the student’s last term in high school (with test scores for 
tests taken no later than June 30th)

 NOTE: Students awarded an IB or AICE Diploma will receive notifications of eligibility 

determination in early fall after a list of IB and AICE Diploma recipients has been 

received from these respective organizations.



HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE-PREPARATORY COURSES 

FOR FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY (SUS) ELIGIBILITY
 English (4 credits)

 3 of 4 credits must include substantial writing)

 Math  (4 credits)

 at or above Algebra 1 level

 Algebra 1; Geometry, and  Algebra 2 (or a series of courses equivalent to Algebra 2)

 Natural Science (3 credits)

 Biology 2 of 3 must have substantial laboratory (including Biology I or equivalent)

 Social Studies (3 credits)

 World History; U.S. History; U.S. Government; and Economics (or equivalent of each)

 World Language (2 credits)

 Sequential, in same language

Bright Futures Course Table
[Formerly Comprehensive Course Table (CCT)]

https://sso.osfaffelp.org/BFIEHS/Course/ComprehensiveCourse

https://sso.osfaffelp.org/BFIEHS/Course/ComprehensiveCourse


WEIGHTED GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA)
 The Bright Futures grade point average (GPA) may differ from the GPA on the report card.

 A weighted scale is applied to college preparatory courses (Florida Academic Scholars, Florida Medallion Scholars, 
and Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Awards). 

 0.5 additional quality point for each full credit and .25 additional quality point for each half-credit is awarded for 
courses that are more challenging.   

 An unweighted scale is applied to career preparatory courses (Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award). 

 Local Honors courses do not receive additional quality points. Also, the (+) grade is not recognized by Bright 
Futures.



FOUR LEVELS OF BRIGHT FUTURES 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Each level can be awarded with different eligibility 

criteria:

Florida Academic Scholars (FAS)

Includes Academic Top Scholars award (ATS)

Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS)

Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars (GSC)

Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV)



Florida Academic Scholars Award (FAS)
 Covers: 

 100% Scholarship Coverage of Tuition and Applicable Fees

 Applicable fees include: activity and service fee, health fee, athletic fee, financial aid fee, capital improvement fee, 
campus access/transportation fee, technology fee and tuition differential fee.

 $300 stipend for both fall and spring semesters for additional educational expenses

 Students attending a public institution will have tuition and applicable fees covered. Students 
attending a nonpublic institution will receive a comparable amount as noted in the Private 
Award Chart.

 FAS students can receive an award during the summer sessions to cover tuition and applicable 
fees.

 High School Weighted Bright Futures GPA: 3.50

 College Entrance Exams by High School Graduation Year

 Community Service or Paid Work-Based Hours: 100

 Must earn either the required volunteer service or paid work hours, but not a combination of both.

2022-2023 Graduates 2023-2024 Graduates

Composite ACT: 29 or Combined SAT: 1330 Composite ACT: 29 or Combined SAT: 1340

ACT: The Composite ACT score is the average of 4 test scores (English, mathematics, reading, science), rounded to the nearest whole #.

SAT: The Combined SAT score is the sum of 2 section scores: Math and Evidence-Based Reading & Writing (EBRW).

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFPrivateAwards.pdf


ACADEMIC TOP SCHOLARS

A disbursed FAS student in each district is awarded an 

additional per credit hour award for fall and spring. FAS 

students who attend in the fall following high school 

graduation are ranked on the product of their Bright Futures 

weighted GPA and their best college entrance exam score. 



Florida Medallion Scholars Award (FMS)
 Covers: 

 75% Scholarship Coverage of Tuition and Applicable Fees

 Applicable fees include: activity and service fee, health fee, athletic fee, financial aid fee, capital improvement fee, 
campus access/transportation fee, technology fee and tuition differential fee.

 Students attending a public institution will have tuition and applicable fees covered. Students 
attending a nonpublic institution will receive a comparable amount as noted in the Private 
Award Chart.

 FMS students can receive an award during the summer sessions to cover tuition and applicable 
fees. B

 Beginning in fall 2021, FMS students enrolled in an associate degree program at a Florida 
College System institution will receive 100% of tuition and specific fees.

 High School Weighted Bright Futures GPA: 3.00

 College Entrance Exams by High School Graduation Year

 Community Service Hours: 75 Community Service or PAID Work-Based Hours: 100
 Must earn either the required volunteer service or paid work hours, but not a combination of both.

2022-2023 Graduates 2023-2024 Graduates

Composite ACT: 25 or Combined SAT: 1210 Composite ACT: 25 or Combined SAT: 1210

ACT: The Composite ACT score is the average of 4 test scores (English, mathematics, reading, science), rounded to the nearest whole #.

SAT: The Combined SAT score is the sum of 2 section scores: Math and Evidence-Based Reading & Writing (EBRW).

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/PDF/BFPrivateAwards.pdf


Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV) / 

Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars (GSC)
 Gold Seal awards (GSC/GSV) may only be used at postsecondary institutions that offer an 

applied technology diploma, technical degree education program (associate in science-A.S. or 

associate in applied science-A.A.S.), or a career certificate program. 

 Award recipients will receive a fixed cost per credit hour based on award level, institution type, 

and credit type as outlined in the table below



Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV)

May be funded if a student is enrolled in a career education or 
certificate program. Florida high school students who wish to 
qualify for the

GSV award must meet the following initial eligibility requirements:

Achieve the required weighted minimum 3.0 GPA in the non-elective high 
school courses.

Take at least 3 full credits in a single Career and Technical Education 
program.

Achieve the required minimum 3.5 unweighted GPA in the career 
education courses.

Complete 30 volunteer service OR 100 paid work hours.

Achieve the required minimum score on the ACT, SAT or Florida 
Postsecondary Education Readiness Test (P.E.R.T.) exams (see next slide). 



Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars (GSV) 
(Cont.)

 Achieve the required minimum score on the ACT, SAT or P.E.R.T. exams.

 Achieve the required minimum scores on one of the college entrance exams per the chart below no 
later than June 30 of the year the student graduates from high school.

 Scholarship Restrictions:

 The GSV award may only be used at postsecondary institutions that offer an applied technology diploma, 
technical degree education program (associate in applied science or associate in science), or a career 
certificate program and not towards the completion of an associate in arts or a baccalaureate degree.

Exam Type Sub-test Required Score

ACT

Reading 19

English 17

Mathematics 19

SAT

Reading Test 24

Writing and Language Test 25

Math Test 24

PERT
(Postsecondary Education 

Readiness Test)

Reading 106

Writing 103

Mathematics 114



Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars (GSC)
 The Florida Gold Seal CAPE Scholars award (GSC) may be funded if a student is enrolled in a career 

education or certificate program. Upon completion of an associate in science degree program that 
articulates to a Bachelor of Science degree, a GSC Scholar may also receive an award for a maximum 
of 60 credit hours toward a Bachelor of Science degree program. Upon completion of an associate in 
applied science program, a GSC Scholar may also receive an award for a maximum of 60 credit hours 
toward a bachelor of applied science degree program.

 Florida high school students who wish to qualify for the GSC award must meet the following initial 
eligibility requirements:

 Earn a minimum of five (5) postsecondary credit hours through CAPE industry certifications that articulate for 
college credit; and

 Complete at least 30 volunteer service or 100 paid work hours.

 Eligible CAPE Certifications: Active Articulation Agreements Summary 
www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7525/urlt/active-articulation-summary.xlsx

 Scholarship Restrictions:

 Until a student has earned an eligible associate degree, Gold Seal CAPE (GSC) scholarships may only be used at 
postsecondary institutions that offer an applied technology diploma, technical degree education program 
(associate in applied science or associate in science), or a career certificate program.

 Upon completion of an eligible associate degree program, a GSC Scholar may also receive an award for a 
maximum of 60 credit hours toward an eligible baccalaureate degree.

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7525/urlt/active-articulation-summary.xlsx


OTHER WAYS TO QUALIFY
 Students who have demonstrated academic merit through a recognition program 

may be eligible for Bright Futures without having to meet one or more of the 

requirements. Note: Both AICE and IB Diplomas must be earned prior to high school 

graduation. Confirmations may come from AICE and IB as late as September. Please 

refer to the table below for how to qualify based on one of the merit recognition 

programs.



AICE Curriculum 
Complete a minimum of 14 AICE credits* identified by the Cambridge 

Assessment International Education (Cambridge International) in the 

Diploma Core and three academic areas as follows: 

 AICE Diploma Core – AICE Global Perspectives & Research AS level (Two Credits 

required)

Group 1 – Mathematics and Sciences (Two Credits required)

Group 2 – Languages (Two Credits required)

Group 3 – Arts and Humanities (Two Credits required) o 

Group 4 – Interdisciplinary Skills (Optional – Four Credits maximum)

 Six additional credits required in any combination from the above four groups. 

*Students earn one credit by completing and passing one AICE full credit course and another credit for taking 

the corresponding AICE examination.



IB Curriculum 
Complete a minimum of 10 credits identified by the International 

Baccalaureate Organization:

 Two credits each in three of the following areas and one credit each in the 

remaining three areas: Language Arts, World Language, Social Studies, Science, 

Mathematics and Arts/Electives. Each of these credits must be an IB or AP course. 

Pre-IB courses do not meet IB curriculum requirements.

One credit in Theory of Knowledge

Complete the Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) requirement

Complete an extended essay.



Volunteer/Community Service-Learning Hours
 Service Learning/Volunteer Service must:

 Provide services to meet the needs to both their school and community.

 Be coordinated with a school or community service program and with the 

community.

 Teach the skills of civil participation and develop an unequaled standard of service 

and civic responsibility.

 Be on a voluntary basis to public, nonprofit agencies, civic, charitable and 
governmental organizations and school campus.

 All service/work hours must be reported on the transcript.

 Service Learning and Volunteer Service Program is divided into three tiers: 

 Tier I – 40 Hours - Service Learning Hours required for graduation.

 Tier II – 75 Hours (FMS) / 100 Hours (FAS) - Service hours required to meet the Bright 

Futures Initial Eligibility Requirements.

 Tier III – 250 Hours - Volunteer Service Hours required earn a silver cord at graduation. 



Service Learning and Volunteer Service Program 
Tiers

 What does and doesn't count! 

 Volunteer hours may be earned within the school, community or for any non-profit or 
charitable organization. 

 Students may not perform hours for any “for profit” businesses such as doctors, 
attorneys, stores, or restaurants.   

 Hours do not count if you have been financially compensated.   

 Time out of class may not be used for service hours.

 A parent or fellow student cannot sign off on service hours performed.

 Service hours performed as a result of disciplinary action for the school or courts do not 
count.

 Hours do not count at for-profit summer camps.

 Does not include waived hours

 Where can I find places to volunteer in the community?

 www.DoSomething.org

 www.handsonbroward.org

 www.volunteermatch.org

http://www.dosomething.org/
http://www.handsonbroward.org/
http://www.volunteermatch.org/


Websites/Forms

For Bright Futures Scholarship Program Service-Learning Hour 
requirements
https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN

Broward County Publics Student Activities and Volunteer Service-
Learning Hours

https://www.browardschools.com/servicelearning

Service-Learning Guidelines

https://www.browardschools.com/servicelearning

Student Volunteer Service Application and Approval Form

https://www.browardschools.com/cms/lib/FL01803656/Centricity/Domain/
18197/document.pdf

Student Volunteer/Community Service Log Sheet

https://www.browardschools.com/StudentVolunteerLogSheet

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPBFMAIN/SAPBFMAIN
https://www.browardschools.com/servicelearning
https://www.browardschools.com/servicelearning
https://www.browardschools.com/cms/lib/FL01803656/Centricity/Domain/18197/document.pdf
https://www.browardschools.com/StudentVolunteerLogSheet


Paid Work Hours for Bright Futures 

The paid work hours' form is for students to use when 
documenting work hours. 
 These are for Bright Futures Purposes ONLY.   They cannot be used for graduation 

required community service nor the Silver Cord.   

 The paid work hours must have occurred on July 1, 2022 and after, since this is 
when the state statute went into effect. 

 ALL Bright Futures awards require 100 paid work hours, regardless of the amount of 
community service required. (i.e. for the Medallion (FMS/75%) they need 75 service 
hours OR 100 paid work hours) 

 You cannot mix and match community service and paid work. 

BCPS Work Hours Form

https://www.browardschools.com/cms/lib/FL01803656/Centricity/Domain/24403/BCPS%20Work%20Hours%20Form.pdf


Where to turn in Service-Learning Hours 

documents?

 ALL original copies of the Service-Learning Hours documents should be 

turned into your grade level School Counselor to be added to the 

student’s transcript.

MUST be submitted by the last day of school EACH year.

 A Student Volunteer Service Application and Approval Form will need to 

be turned in and approved for each community organization.  Approval 

will be needed before volunteer hours can be counted.

 Always make a copy of all documents for yourself before turning them in.

 Please see your grade-level school counselor if you have questions or 

concerns about Service-Learning Hours.



Scholarship Restrictions/Limitations
 All hours are paid at the undergraduate level.

 No remedial course work is funded. 

Dropping or Withdrawing from Course(s) 

after Drop/Add

 A student must reimburse the postsecondary institution for the cost of course(s) dropped or 

withdrawn after the initial drop/add period. The student will not be eligible to renew his/her 

Bright Futures award for any subsequent academic year until repayment or a satisfactory 

arrangement to reimburse the institution is made. After repayment, those hours are returned to 

the student’s hours remaining for funding purposes.

 Due to verifiable illness or emergency, a student may make an appeal to the home 

postsecondary institution for hours dropped or withdrawn after the last day of the drop/add 

period.





Have I submitted my Florida 

Financial Aid Application (FFAA)?



Where do I find my test scores?



How many community service hours 

have I submitted?



Identifying Missing Criteria



How to determine if I am eligible?







EXAMPLE 1



EXAMPLE 2



How to submit the Bright Futures Application 

(FFAA - Florida Financial Aid Application)

1. Go to www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org

2. Under the “First-Time Applicants” paragraph – click on the blue hyperlinked 

“Create a Student Account” 

3. Step 1 of 2 - Submitting your Profile –

4. Step 2 of 2 - Complete the Florida Financial Aid Application -

https://www.floridastudentfinancialaidsg.org/SAPHome/SAPHome?url=home


SSN: (Social Security Number)

1. Having your SSN in our system smoothes the transcript upload process for Bright Futures 

and FAFSA applications
2. You can still apply for Bright Futures if you do not have a SSN



NEED HELP?

Mrs. Aiken
BRACE Advisor

OR

Mr. Beckford 
12th Grade School Counselor/School Counseling Director



NEED HELP?

Bright Futures Customer Service: 888-827-2004 or 
email: OSFASecurity@fldoe.org 

How to Check your Bright Futures GPA and Status: 
Go to Floridashines.org – click on “Go to College”, “Pay for College”, 

“Bright Futures Scholarship”, and “Check Now” 
Orange 

Enter your last name 

FL student ID number
 (Your Florida student ID number is your Social Security Number with an X at the end, if you do not 

have a SSN, use your OCPS student ID number)

Floridashines.org




*For Mid-year Graduates: 
Early Evaluation – Service 
hours and test scores 
deadline is June 30 ; Final 
Evaluation – Service hours 
and test scores deadline is 
January 31 with final status 
posted in February. 
Deadline to apply is 
December 31.

**Eligibility status is only 
posted online to student’s 
FARH.

***Students may change 
information online.



Important Dates

 The Office of Student Financial Assistance (OSFA) will begin evaluations of 2022-23 high 

school seniors in late March.

 Submit a complete Florida Financial Aid Application (FFAA) no later than August 31, 2023.

 Achieve the required college entrance exam score no later than June 30, 2023. Note: Early 

Evaluation testing cutoff date January 31, 2023.

 For Mid-year Graduates: 

 Early Evaluation – Service hours and test scores deadline is June 30, 2023; 

 Final Evaluation – Service hours and test scores deadline is January 31, 2023 with final status posted in 

February. Deadline to apply is December 31, 2022.
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